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Scientific Name:  Crupina vulgaris 

Common Name: Crupina, bearded-creeper, false saw-
wort, and starry scabious 
 
Image:    Flower/buds   
URL:  
 

 
Native Range: Common crupina-Crupina vulgaris is native to southern Europe (Mediterranean).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pathways of Introduction and Spread:  
C. vulgaris was introduced to the US via ballast soil (early 
introductions), packing material for construction equipment, and 
possibly sheep (wool) and their herding dogs after WWII. Common 
crupina spreads by seed by attaching itself to domestic livestock, 
wildlife, people (and pets). Contaminated hay or equipment can 
facilitate long distance spread. Water dispersal can also aid in long 
distance movement.  
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Description: A Federally listed noxious weed, Common crupina is a highly competitive winter 
annual that easily adapts to a wide range of environmental and soil conditions.  Plants have the look 
of most knapweeds. Plants are erect from 1-4 feet tall that overwinter in rosette form.  Seed leaves 
(cotyledons) are large, thick, shiny, and dark green, with a prominent purple to reddish mid-rib.  
Stem leaves are arranged alternately, are deeply lobed and have short stiff spines along the edges. 
Pinkish to purple narrow vase shaped flowers are about .5-1.5 inches long with 1-5 per each stem. 
Flowers appear with many fine webbed hairs. Blooms May thru June but may continue blooming 
until moisture is exhausted. Seeds are about the size of a grain of wheat, darkish with bristly 
pappus.  
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Ecological Impacts:  
Common crupina is highly competitive, invading rangelands, grasslands, pastures, forested areas. 
Riparian areas and along roadsides and waste areas.  It quickly dominates sites reducing 
biodiversity and increasing the risk of soil erosion. Due to the spines on the plants stems and leaves, 
grazing animals avoid it reducing desirable forage allowing Common crupina to form dense 
monotypic stands-especially in over grazed areas.   
 
Economic Losses:  
Dense stands decrease native vegetation and decrease the amount forage for livestock and reduce 
the carrying capacity of rangelands. Increase costs to agriculture producers for supplemental feeding 
and controlling (eradication) of the species are incurred (on both public and private lands).   
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Management Strategies:   
Integrated management plans that include all available tools 
should be utilized. The most successful strategy involves 
prevention!  Common crupina only spreads from seed! Ensure 
clean end products, personal clothing, pets, livestock, and 
equipment.  Watch out for infestations and avoid.  Hand pulling 
or other mechanical methods are effective for small infestations. 
Mowing before seed production may increase stem numbers so 
revisiting areas is crucial.   Be sure to bag any flowers or seed 
heads. Tilling practices and good management of production 
agriculture lands should bring effective control. Grazing is not 
effective as most animals avoid the plant: however, sheep and 
goats will consume the plant, but will not erradicate.  
Herbicides can be effective if proper selection and timing is 
made.  Picloram (Tordon®), Clopyralid (Transline®), 
Dicamba (Banvel®) and those products in the sulfonylurea 
family (Escort®, Telar®, etc.) are effective.  Reseeding with 
perennial grasses post removal or eradication is highly 
recommended!  

 
Notes:  
Always read and follow any pesticide labels as they are requirements -LAW!  Wear proper personal 
protective equipment. University Extension, Weed and Pest Districts, or other land management 
agencies are good resources for more information on choosing the proper herbicides for your 
specific need.  
 
Other Online Resources:  
https://www.eddmaps.org/west/Species/subject.cfm?sub=4414 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1je98xJW1ukFe6zzLepG0_PX2fEAN_s9c/view 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crupina_vulgaris 
https://www.nwcb.wa.gov/images/weeds/common_crupina.pdf 
https://nph.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1046/j.1469-8137.2002.00382.x 
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