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Oh That’s Right…this is WYOMING!!  
This year the spring equinox falls on Wednesday, March 20, 2019, at 5:58 P.M. EDT. This event 
marks the astronomical first day of spring in the Northern Hemisphere. For the first time in nearly 
40 years, the spring equinox will occur on the same day as March’s Full Worm Moon. According to 
the 2019 Old Farmers Almanac, the Moon we see in March is called the Full Worm Moon because at 
this time of the year, the ground begins to soften enough for earthworm casts to reappear, inviting 
the return of robins and migrating birds—a true sign of spring. Roots start to push their way up 
through the soil, and the Earth experiences a re-birth as it awakens from its winter slumber.  Well 
probably not in Wyoming.

Regardless of what’s happening as far as our 
weather conditions, the spring equinox does 
signal a time when many of us realize that we 
better complete those winter tasks we set our 
sights on earlier in the year and get prepared 
for warmer weather and all that signifies. You 
know, things like fishing, hiking, camping…the 
fun stuff.  Of course there are the “other” things 
that probably need done too such as yard work, 
gardening, ditch cleaning, etc.  All those labor 
intensive projects.  How about an undertaking 
that can actually improve your property this 
season?  A good project to consider is reseeding 
your pasture or revegetating after construction  
or other disturbances that occurred last year (or the year before).  Sounds like a good idea to me, 
especially if your pasture or property needs something besides weeds growing out there.  From 
my experience it is easier to maintain a field of perennial grass than a field of annual or noxious 
weeds!  An added bonus…your property is worth more.
Revegetating or reseeding can even be easier than some of those other lofty New Year’s 
resolutions some of us may have set our sights on a few months ago...like spending more time 
with family, exercising, or healthy eating. Just so you know, I’ve tried the healthy eating thing.  
I ate healthy for an entire weekend…NOTHING happened.  But give me a weekend of eating 
debauchery and BAM!  My scale reflects it on that Monday-despite the 20+ miles of extreme hiking 
or xc skiing I did to justify eating my favs like cheeseburgers and pizza.  So let this be the year 
that you decide to take on a few property improvement projects like reseeding the pasture.  
Getting 

Plato-“The beginning is the most important part of the work”.



started is the hardest part.  Be prepared for 
some labor intensive weekends if yours is a 
“DIY” job. 

Remember the benefits will far exceed any 
weekends  spent at home. Not only will you 
increase your properties value, but that newly 
renovated pasture is easier to maintain than 

the field of weeds.  But don’t just reseed, make 
sure you implement good land management 
practices.  Proper watering, fertilizing, and 
grazing management are crucial to the success 
of your project.   Remember the importance 
of species selection when considering a 
revegetation or reseeding job.  There are many 
variables to choose from.  Check out March 
2018 “the Thistle” for more information 
regarding selection and the certified weed seed 
free grass species we carry.  Enlist the aid of 
local entities that can assist you in planning 
and execution of the task.  Park County Weed 
and Pest Control District is the perfect place 
to begin that process!  We can assist you with 
preparing a plan, certified grass seed sales and 
equipment rental. Let 2019 be the year that you 
take control of your property so you can spend 

Need Grass? 
25% Cost Share Available on Certified Weed Free Grass Seed in Stock!  

Be Sure to 
Like and 

Follow PCWP 
on Facebook!

https://4wt0643ku2o3ed5f1re33m1a-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/03-2018.pdf


Know Before You Grow
Many wildflower seed mixes, including those marketed as ‘backyard pollinator’ and ‘native mix’, 
contain the seeds of invasive plants. Because of limited regulation and out of area imports,  
landscapers, gardeners, retailers, and others have a role in protecting these unwanted invaders 
from taking over not just our own backyard, but the millions of acres of public land we are blessed 
with here in Wyoming. 

In 2002, to illustrate the danger of planting packets of seeds sold as ‘wildflower’ mixtures, the 
University of Washington conducted an experiment on seed mixtures produced at, or distributed 
from, a variety of US and Canadian sources. “Researchers grew 19 packets of wildflower mixtures 
and found that each contained from three to 13 invasive species and eight had seeds from plants 
considered ‘noxious weeds’ in at least one US state or Canadian province. To further challenge 
the conscientious gardener, a third of the packets did not list any contents and slightly more than 
a third had inaccurate lists. Only five of the 19 packets correctly itemized the species content.”  
(Read the full article here).  Hines, Sarah. 2002. “Wildflower seed mixes include some wicked 
bloomers”, http://www.washington.edu/news/2002/04/18/wildflower-seed-mixes-include-some-
wicked-bloomers/
A few of the invasive species that commonly occur in wildflower seed mixes may include, but are 
not limited to, (1) oxeye daisy (Chrysanthemum leucanthemum), (2) blueweed (Echium vulgare), 
(3) perennial baby’s breath (Gypsophila paniculata), (4) knapweed species (Centaurea spp.), and 
(5) purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria).  All of these species are listed as noxious in the state of 
Wyoming.  So what can you do: 

• Seed and plant species that are appropriate for your area (e.g. native plants). Contact your 
local chapter of the North American Native Plant Society   (www.nanps.org), your local 
Weed and Pest office, UW Extension Master Gardeners, or other qualified entity for more 
information on native species/nurseries.

• Read the label and ensure that the species are listed by scientific name.  Cross reference         
with regional, state and local invasive species lists. “Studies have shown that species that 
are invasive elsewhere tend to be invasive when introduced to new areas.”

• Monitor all seeded areas for invasive plants. Control invasive plant seedlings immediately   
using IPM methods.

• Avoid exotic wildflower seed mixtures and request only non-invasive species from your seed 
supplier or local nursery.

• Do not collect ‘wildflower’ seeds from roadsides, gravel pits, or other disturbed areas as 
these areas can harbor many invasive plants.

• Include native grass species for diversity and winter interest. 
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http://www.washington.edu/news/2002/04/18/wildflower-seed-mixes-include-some-wicked-bloomers/
http://www.washington.edu/news/2002/04/18/wildflower-seed-mixes-include-some-wicked-bloomers/
http://nanps.org/


Don’t  Let Weeds Get 
a 

Head Start!

PCWP Can Help You prepare for the
 upcoming “weed” season.

Cost Share Available

Congratulations to University of 
Wyoming’s Andrew Kniss PhD!  

Weed Science Society of America 
Announces 2019 Award Winners
 Recently the Weed Science Society 
of America (WSSA) honored more 
than two dozen individuals for their 
outstanding contributions to the field 
of weed science.  “This year’s honorees 
are actively spearheading innovations 
and advancing weed science through 
their research, teaching, publishing 
and outreach,” says Larry Steckel, 2019 
annual meeting chair and incoming 
president of WSSA.  
Andrew Kniss,  Associate Professor 
University of Wyoming, Department of 
Plant Sciences, was recognized in the 
category of Outstanding Paper Award-
Weed Science for his research and 
paper on: 

“Genetically Engineered Herbicide-
Resistant Crops and Herbicide-
Resistant Weed Evolution in the 

United States”.  Way to go Andrew.  
Read more about Andrew Kniss and 
his cutting edge research regarding 
all thing weeds on his blog page “ A 

Plant Out of Place”. 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/weed-science/article/genetically-engineered-herbicideresistant-crops-and-herbicideresistant-weed-evolution-in-the-united-states/22B3B07F8EB980D2CFEEE3AA36B7B2C1/core-reader
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/weed-science/article/genetically-engineered-herbicideresistant-crops-and-herbicideresistant-weed-evolution-in-the-united-states/22B3B07F8EB980D2CFEEE3AA36B7B2C1/core-reader
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/weed-science/article/genetically-engineered-herbicideresistant-crops-and-herbicideresistant-weed-evolution-in-the-united-states/22B3B07F8EB980D2CFEEE3AA36B7B2C1/core-reader
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/weed-science/article/genetically-engineered-herbicideresistant-crops-and-herbicideresistant-weed-evolution-in-the-united-states/22B3B07F8EB980D2CFEEE3AA36B7B2C1/core-reader
https://plantoutofplace.com/
https://plantoutofplace.com/

