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Happy Groundhog Day!  
As of the writing of this newsletter, Groundhog Day is still a week or so away.  Groundhog Day is a 
popular tradition celebrated in the United States and Canada. US origins can be traced back to the 
Pennsylvania Dutch who were immigrants from German-speaking areas of Europe. The Germans 
already had a tradition of marking Candlemas (February 2) as “Badger Day” (Dachstag), where if a 
badger emerging found it to be a sunny day thereby casting a shadow, it foreboded the prolonging 
of winter by 4 more weeks.(Yoder 2003)  Whether badger, groundhog, or other close cousins, we won’t 
know the outcome of Wyoming’s own Lander Lil’s winter prediction until the 2nd. What ever the 
outcome of that annual event, here at Park County Weed and Pest we will be ready either way the 
shadow falls!  There are still many winter tasks to finish such as Saltcedar treatment on 15 mile, 
compiling data, planning for the 2018 spray season, creating and revising educational materials, 
etc. 

We’ll have the Cody Private Pesticide Applicators Training (joint project with Extension) behind 
us and will be heading to Powell on the 20th to assist with the training of those that couldn’t 
make the Cody event. Remember, licensing is required if you are using “Restricted Use Products” 
or are planning on applying pesticides commercially. Commercial license training is much more 
extensive that materials in the upcoming sessions so be sure to check with UW Extension for those 
requirements.  

 Let’s jump back to the upcoming “Holiday” and talk about that 
event’s namesake and other furry critters-as some may be considered 
a pest!  The groundhog (Marmota monax), also known as a woodchuck 
isn’t found here in Wyoming.  Other marmots, such as the yellow-
bellied (Marmota flaviventris) live in rocky and mountainous areas, 
but the groundhog is a lowland creature.  Therefore... we must rely 
on our local prognosticators to predict whether or not we will have 
6 more weeks of winter.  “Lander Lil” (introduced last February) 
has been predicting spring’s arrival since 1984, when a prairie dog 
town existed where the Lander Post Office is now. Originated by 
local businesswoman Mary Ann Atwood, Lander Lil was a real, 
live prairie dog. In honor of Wyoming’s heritage as the Equality 
State, Lander Lil was a female prairie dog. Eventually, Lander 
Lil boosters had Lander artist Bev Paddleford create a bronze 
statue of Lander Lil, complete with a tasty flower in her paw. 
(CST 2005)  So which ones of Lander Lil’s cousins are considered a 
pest? What can you do about them? Read on! 
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Unfortunately, small mammals like Lil can create big problems for landowners and managers.  
Damage to agriculture lands and crops, range land,urban landscapes, and trees,can occur when 
populations There are several options when dealing with these pests; however, some may be more 
effective than others depending on the species.  Trapping, repellents, poison baiting, exclusion, 
habitat modification, crop rotation, and hunting are management options.  As always, using a 
variety of methods will result in better control. Choose the most effective, least toxic method to 
minimize potential nontarget poisoning. 

When using chemical repellents or toxicants, always read and follow label directions!  Most of 
these types of products have strict guidelines as to when and where they can be applied, as 
well as pre-baiting schedules, monitoring standards and disposal of above ground carcasses.  All 
products registered for use on prairie dogs are restricted use.  Many poisons or “toxicants” labelled 
for voles, pocket gophers, and ground squirrels area also restricted use products and require a 
license for purchase and application.  Common active ingredients include zinc phosphide and anti 
coagulants.  Extreme care must be followed to prevent off target damage to humans, pets, and 
other wildlife! There may be products available at local home and ranch stores that are labelled 
for general use and do not require an applicator license. Products shown are available from Park 
County Weed and Pest Control District (PCWP). 

Voles-Wyoming has several species of voles but only one species of mole (SE Wyoming).  
Appearance is similar to mice but a bit larger with short tails. Voles are active year round and 
spend a good amount of time above ground.  They eat a variety of seeds, grasses and forbs as well 
as tree/shrub bark. Usual signs of damage in the winter includes gnawing and girdling of trees and 
tunnel excavation.  Holes are usually  visible.  Exclusion techniques such as wrapping the base of 
young trees with wire or other materials can be effective.  Habitat modification is also beneficial 
in reducing presence of voles.  Keep a clean house!  Remove debris laying around.  Mow, pull, 
graze, or apply herbicides to prevent weed growth near buildings, trees, and landscaed areas.  
Stop dumping those grass clippings around your trees and along the fence line!  Voles love to set 
up house in these locations. Trapping can be effective with small populations. Various repellants 
and toxicants are avialable.  Toxicants (poison) and traps are available from PCWP. Here’s a great 
article on voles from UW Extension “Got Voles?” 

Typical damage seen when snow melts. 

Active ingredient warfarin.  Requires 
use of bait station. 

https://www.uwyo.edu/barnbackyard/_files/documents/magazine/2015/summer/072015bbvoles.pdf
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Prairie dogs-White-tailed Prairie Dog (Cynomys leucurus) can be distinguished from the only 
other prairie dog in Wyoming, Black-tailed Prairie Dog (C. ludovicianus) by the presence of a 
white tail. vs. black tail. In Wyoming, black tailed prairie dogs aren’t found west of the Bighorn 
Mountains (possible human introduced colony west of Cody). (WY Game and Fish-2016).  Prairie Dogs 
are diurnal-active during the day.  Most species are active year round, but may go dormant for 
a brief time during the coldest parts of the year. They dig extensive burrow systems and prefer 
short native vegetation. They live in colonies or “towns” that may cover a large area. Over 
population can denude an area of vegetation reducing the surrounding land to an unproductive 
wasteland and increase erosion.  If natural controls like eagles, coyotes, or black footed ferrets 
arent available, land owners/managers have several options. Being proactive and practicing good 
land mamagement techniques can go along way in limiting areas where prairie dogs set up house.  
Overgrazing can increase the presence of this species. Prairie dogs usually cover a large area so 
exclusion techniques are impracticle (limited success with fencing and obscuring vision via hay 
bales, snow fences, etc.).  Hunting these critters in WY requires NO license but proximity to rural 
subdivisions may limit this option.  Results may only be effective short term. 

Fan shaped mounds 
of dirt and “eskers” 

typical of pocket 
gophers. One gopher 
brings about 2 1/4 
tons of soil to the 
surface each year. 

(CSU)

Pocket gophers - (Thomomys spp.) are rarely seen as they 
spend most of their life below ground and only occasionally 
venture just outside their burrow to forage. They feed on 
underground roots of trees and shrubs or by pulling vegetation 
down to their burrows from above ground. Gophers may, 
at times, destroy underground utility cables and irrigation 

pipes. Pocket gophers can reduce productivity of 
portions of alfalfa fields and native grasslands by 20 
to 50 percent. Trapping is one of the best methods to 
reduce pocket gopher numbers on small to moderate-
sized fields (less than 50 acres) and to remove 
remaining animals after a poison control program. (CSU) 
For more information on pocket gophers, visit “I’ve 
Got Gophers”!  A UW Barnyards and Backyards article! 

Contains the anticoagulant “diphacinone).  
This product is NOT restricted use. Requires 

placing bait in tunnels using probe. 

Northern Pocket gopher-
Thomomys talpoides

http://www.uwyo.edu/barnbackyard/_files/documents/magazine/2006/fall/gophers-fall-barnyards-2006.pdf
http://www.uwyo.edu/barnbackyard/_files/documents/magazine/2006/fall/gophers-fall-barnyards-2006.pdf
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ZP AG Oats contains the active 
ingredient Zinc Phosphide.  Pre-
baiting necessary. For crop and 

rangeland only. 

Gas cartridges containing charcoal and sodium nitrate DO 
NOT require a license and are considered to be a humane 
means of euthanasia. The cartridge is ignited and placed 
in the burrow, and the burrow is sealed. Since sodium 
nitrate is an oxidizer, it continues to produce oxygen in the 
sealed burrow, and the charcoal continues to burn. Carbon 
monoxide produced in the reaction results in suffocation of 
the prairie dog. Moisture in the soil is necessary for good 
results. Fumigants such as aluminum phosphide tablets  
are expensive and require great care in handling and 
use. The phosphine gas produced by aluminum phosphide 
tablets is toxic to all forms of animal life. Do not use 
fumigants in burrows occupied by black-footed ferrets, 
burrowing owls, rabbits and other nontarget wildlife.

Several different types of toxic baits (restricted use) can be used for 
prairie dog control.Toxic baits work best when the prairie dogs are 
active, but where there is no vegetation available.  Zinc phoshide 
treated grains and anticoagulants such as products treated with 
diphacinone are common.   As noted earlier, strict label guidelines must 
be adhered to when using these prodcuts! 

If you’re looking to add a Bill Murrey type technique 
to your control meaures, bring on the “Rodenator”!  
One of the latest prairie dog and gopher controls to 

“explode” onto the market is the rodenator. This device 
not only kills the prairie dogs, but also flattens their 
tunnels. This helps to prevent injuries to horses and 
human athletes, and removes the blemishes to the 

land left by prairie dog colonies. Oxygen is mixed with 
propane and injected into the prairie dog burrows. 
Propane is heavier than air, so the mix sinks into 

the tunnels and dens. It is ignited and produces an 
expanding force that reportedly travels 5,000 feet per 

second. The concussion flattens the tunnels and kills 90% 
of the prairie dogs!

All products pictured are available from PCWP.  
Whatever your rodent pest, there is alot of 

information available.  Remeber to always follow 
label directions as they are requirements NOT 

recommendations!  Here’s another short article 
from UW Extensions Barnyards and Backyards Team.  

“What’s Digging in My Yard”?

https://www.rodenator.com/
https://www.uwyo.edu/barnbackyard/_files/documents/magazine/2012/summer/072012bbcrittersdigging.pdf

