
Park County Weed and Pest Control District                                             January 2018 

Happy New Year! 
A new year is upon us!  I’m still trying to figure out where 2017 went but time marches on!  What 

will the new year bring for you?  A new beginning?  A fresh start?  Re-affirmation of your faith? 
Historically ancient Babylonians (1900+BC-539BC) made promises at the start of each year. Romans 

did the same.  Medieval knights also made re-affirmations to chivalry each year. (Wikipedia)   The 
tradition has been around for some time!  Your resolution may include efforts to improve your 

health, spend more time with family and friends, get outside, quit smoking, get out of debt, or to 
volunteer more (we have opportunities for you).   

Whatever you decide to do, stick to it!  The difference between a dream and reality is having 
a plan!  The best way to get started is by setting goals (make them attainable). Write it down-

document. Evaluate periodically to see if you are successful!  If not, change things up!  Find out 
what works for you.  If your resolution is to be more active and get outdoors, you are living in the 
perfect place!  Recreational opportunities abound.  There are many groups to get you started in 

your endeavour.  Want to go hiking but don’t know where or don’t want to go alone...try Absoroka 
Outdoor Fellowship (Facebook).  They schedule outings once a month.  Fishing your thing?  East 

Yellowstone Chapter of Trout Unlimited has many events to help get you started.  Horseback riding?  
Try the Boot and Bottle Club in Cody.   ATVing?  The Northwest Wyoming OHV Alliance in Cody has 
regular rides throughout the year.  A quick Google search will assist you in finding the right group.  

Just remember that while you are enjoying our great outdoors, do your part in protecting our 
resources by taking responsibility for your actions.  It’s easy...Just Play, Clean, Go! 

STOP INVASIVE 
SPECIES 

IN YOUR TRACKS.
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http://www.playcleango.org/
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Traveling north from Cody towards the Northeast entrance to Yellowstone Park, residents and 
visitors alike will access the Crandall area of Park County.  This area encompasses the vast acreage 

(most of it wilderness) adjacent to the northern most sections of the Chief Joseph Scenic Hwy.
(WY 296) and the Wyoming portion of the Beartooth "All American" Hwy. US 212). This iconic 

area is home to the Absaroka-Beartooth Mountain ranges and the Clarks Fork of the Yellowstone 
River.   The area and abounds with essentially untouched alpine and montane landscapes, lush 

forests, and many of the iconic wildlife found in the Greater Yellowstone Area.  The Road itself is 
the highest elevation highway in Wyoming (10,947 feet).

Each Year Park County Weed and Pest Control District (PCWP) staff spends 2 weeks in the Crandall 
area of Park County to address invasive species-particularly oxeye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), 
spotted knapweed (Centaurea stoebe) and Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense) -in an effort 
to maintain the native diversity of the plant species that those iconic wildlife depend on for 
survival.  As invasive species managers, PCWP uses all the available resources in dealing with these 
terrestrial invaders.  Prevention including informational kiosks, mechanical removal (clipping and 
bagging), as well as chemical (herbicide) treatments are all required to be successful in this effort.  
Travel corridors such as the highways themselves, trail systems, waterways-any vector that can 
move seeds and plant parts to a new location are surveyed and treated via mechanical methods or 
herbicide applications (if necessary) on an annual basis.

This takes the cooperation and coordination of many land owners, both private and public to 
accomplish our goal-to keep these insidious species from taking over valuable native resources.  
The use of herbicides (where applicable) is helping us to improve conditions where these invasive 
species were gaining a foothold.  We research and use the best product for each location and 
species.  Claire Volk (Dow Agro-Science) recently assisted our crews in the field and received first-
hand knowledge of what it takes to not only maintain current infestation levels, but to actually 
reduce the severity and number of infestations in this iconic region of Park County, WY.  Donning 
hiking boots and a 4 gallon back pack sprayer, Claire gained a new respect for how difficult the 
job at hand is, and what it feels like to traverse this rugged terrain covering 10-12 miles each 
day!  Claire was so impressed with the achievements we have made in the area using one of 
Dow's products (Milestone), she nominated Park County Weed and Pest Control District for Dow's 
"Milestone of the Month"!  This is a regional program that gives recognition to deserving entities 
that are making a difference in terrestrial invasive species control using Milestone herbicide. 
PCWP will then be entered into a drawing with the hopes of receiving the grand prize, a new spray 
system!  Click here to view the complete success story submitted by Claire!  

Park County Weed and PestControl District Earns Regional Award From Dow!

https://us9.campaign-archive.com/?u=9179e325300f5a10a849752fb&id=a611c36890


What’s in Your Hay?  
A quick perusal of the recent “Buyer’s Guide” 
shows 12 ads under the heading “Pasture and 
Hay”. Of these 12 ads, 4 are for “Certified” 
Weed Free Forage (WFF) and only 1 listed as 
“Quarantine Released”.  Prices for “certified” 
products range from $80/ton for large round 
grass hay to $150/ton for small alfalfa bales.  
Non WFF prices start at $125/ton and go up 
to $150/ton with either alfalfa, grass or a 
combination. There are also prices per large 
bale with no weights provided. One producer 
is selling straw at $3/small bale.  The one 
quarantine released product doesn’t list a price.  

So what does that mean for you the consumer?  
For starters Weed Free Forage is required on 
all Federal lands in Park County!  In addition, 
Park County is a Quarantine County thus all farm 
products are required to be inspected before 
they are moved on any public road. It’s pretty 
easy to transport noxious weed species such 
as field bindweed, houndstongue-Cynoglossum 
officinale, Russian knapweed-Centaurea repens, 
or whitetop-Lepidium draba (to name a few) 
in any hay bales. Besides the obvious potential 
to infest any property with these species, some 
of them are toxic to livestock!  For instance, 
Russian knapweed-a complex perennial-can 
cause chewing disease in horses.  Houndstongue 

contains a substance that stops liver cells from 
multiplying thereby causing liver failure.  Both 
of these noxious weed species are toxic in 
the field and dried in any hay.  How can you 
ensure that hay products are free of these 
species?  WFF has special twine (only available 
from a weed and pest district) or special tags. 
Ask your provider for paper work regarding 
the quarantine release.  Hay fields must be 
inspected before the crop is cut.  This is true 
for either WFF or the Park County Quarantine.  
(Park County is a Quarantine County thus all 
farm products are required to have this).  The 
field inspection for WFF is much more extensive 
and includes the North American Weed Free 
Forage list of prohibited weeds as well as 
any species of local concern.  The Quarantine 
Release includes WY designated weeds and Park 
County declared species.  

In 2017, PCWP completed a total of 274 
Quarantine Releases and certified 2093 acres 
of Weed Free Forage so there should be hay 
available for purchase in the County. For a 
summary of these 2 programs click here.  If you 
are unable to purchase forage products locally, 
the Wyoming Weed and Pest Council website 
has a link to some of the WFF producers in the 
State. You can access this producer (voluntary 
program) list here.
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https://parkcountyweeds.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/new-2016-WFFStandards.pdf
https://4wt0643ku2o3ed5f1re33m1a-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/2016-Weed-Free-Forage-and-PC-Quarantine.pdf
http://www.wyoweed.org/forageproducers
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Mark the dates! Upcoming Private Pesticide Applicator Training!

The University of Wyoming is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution.
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