
Love the Outdoors? Prove It!
Recreation opportunities abound in Park County.  From camping to fishing, snowmobiling to hiking, 

and everything in between, adventure awaits for you outdoors!  Lucky for us there’s plenty of 
places for us to explore.  Park County Wyoming is home to millions of acres of public land! As an 
outdoor recreationist, you should be aware of the impacts of terrestrial invasive species (noxious 

weeds).  These non-native invaders are silently encroaching on Wyoming’s native habitat.  Noxious 
weeds are plants that often come from other continents and, because of their aggressive nature 
and lack of natural “controls,” cause major wildlife habitat destruction in North America. On a 

grand scale these invaders effect the livelihood of many that depend on our natural resources for 
income. On a personal level they can impact the recreational activities you enjoy.  

Quick Facts
• Invasive species, both plants and animals combined, 

are the second leading cause of animal decline and 
extinction worldwide!

• Leafy spurge infestations may reduce grass production 
as much as 50%; cattle carrying capacity on native 
rangeland may be reduced by as much as 75% due to 
leafy spurge infestations (Lacey et al.1984).

• Areas dominated by leafy spurge receive three times  
 less use by deer when compared to similar    
 uninfested areas. (Trammel and Butler 1995)
• On native bunchgrass sites in Montana, dense spotted  
 knapweed infestations reduce available winter forage  
 for elk by 50 to 90 percent. Elk use increased almost four-fold after spotted knapweed was  
 controlled on these sites. (MSU)
• In wetland areas, invasions of purple loosestrife and saltcedar degrade habitat by limiting  
 human and wildlife access, exasperating drought and modifying natural water cycles.

Are you a fan of Wyoming’s wildlife?  What happens when invasions of these plant species become 
so wide spread that the monocultures (single species stands) they create force the wildlife that 
we love to move on to “greener” pastures?  Of course this scenario does seem extreme but data 
shows that native wildlife-both game and non-game-prefer in-tact ecosystems over those left after 
introductions of invasive plant species have taken over.  Who is responsible for these infestations?  
Sadly enough, human caused activities are the number one reason that these species are gaining 
a foothold into the areas we recreate! The very activities we enjoy are potentially responsible 
for the movement of these invaders on a local scale. But fear not!  While as a society we may 
be responsible for most introductions and the spread of these insidious species, we are also 
the number one solution!  So the big question is “How far would you go to protect our natural 
resources”?   Consider Prevention! (continued on next page) 
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Private Pesticide Applicator Training ~ Cody

January 31, 2018  1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Park County Library Grizzly Room 
1500 Heart Mountain St. 
Cody, WY 82414           
More Information-Contact:
UW Extension-Jeremiah Vardiman 
Phone: 307-754-8836

Private Pesticide Applicator Training ~ Powell

February 20, 2018   8:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Park County Fairgrounds 
655 E 5th St. 
Powell, WY 82435 
More Information-Contact: 
UW Extension-Jeremiah Vardiman 
Phone: 307-754-8836

Upcoming Events!

According to a 2016 report by the Governors Task Force, “Tourism is the 2nd largest industry in 
Wyoming and outdoor recreation is a driving component”.   That means a lot of people (locals and 
visitors alike) are trekking over our public lands and possibly contributing to the problem.  Let’s face 
it, with 3.5 million acres of public land in the County, the act of locating, controlling, and monitoring 
these species is a daunting and expensive undertaking!  While management of the areas may be tasked 
to Federal, State, County, or other local control, as recreationist we can do our part in keeping known 
(existing) as well as new invaders from being transported around. Whether you are a hiker, biker, 
Horseback rider, or use ATV’s, a few simple measures are all it takes to prevent the spread of invasive 
weeds as well as animals!   

 Help Prevent The Spread Of Invasive Plants And Animals.
  • Arrive with clean gear/equipment.
  • Burn local or certi fied fi rewood.
  • Use local or weed-free hay.
  • Stay on the trails/avoid weed infestations.
  • Before leaving, remove mud and seeds.

STOP INVASIVE 
SPECIES 

IN YOUR TRACKS.

www.parkcountyweeds.org

Making it Easier for you to Play Clean Go! 
Over the course of the last two seasons, Park 
County Weed and Pest Staff along with the 

staff of the Cody BLM office, USDA Shoshone 
Forest, Buffalo Bill Center of the West, and 
volunteers from the Yellowstone Coalition 
have installed 22 Boot Brush Stations on 

various public lands throughout Park County.  
Take advantage of these units to keep your 
boots free of mud and seeds.  A Big Thanks 
to the Nature Conservancy (Cody) and the 
local chapter of the Wyoming Outdoorsman 

for their generous donations to help with the 
purchase these great preventative tools! 



RIDE. CLEAN. GO.
Stop Invasive Species in Your Tracks

(Photo: WBIR)

Help Prevent The Spread
Of Invasive Plants And Animals.       
• REMOVE plants, animals & mud from boots, 
 gear, pets, & vehicle. 
• CLEAN your gear before entering AND leaving 

 the recreation site. 
•	 STAY on designated trails. 
•	 USE CERTIFIED or local firewood and hay.

Spotted knapweed

WORK. CLEAN. GO.

Give Invasive Species the Brush Off.

Help Prevent The Spread
Of Invasive Plants And Animals.
• Plan your work day.
• Arrive with clean gear and equipment.
• Avoid mowing or driving through patches of 
  invasive plants when they are in seed.
• Clean off equipment before moving to the next site.

Winter Hours @ the Powell Office    M-F 8:30 AM-4:00 PM 307-754-4521
 @ the Cody Office 1131 11th St. (downstairs) M-F 8:30 AM-4:00 PM 307-527-8885
All Park County Weed and Pest Control District Offices Will Be Closed From 

December 18th-January 2nd. 2018!

Planning a work place training?  
If your business activities include any sort of 

disturbance such as road building/maintenance, 
excavation, or anything that has the potential 
to move dirt, gravel, or top soil, let our staff 

deliver a short presentation on invasive species.  
We have developed a list of Best Management 
Practices that you and your employees can use 

to prevent the spread of these species.  We bring 
all materials and handouts.  Give us a call today!  

307-527-8885 or 307-754-4521.

We Want You!
Are you an outdoor retailer?  Maybe part of a 

local focus group or organization?  If you are as 
passionate about our resources as we are, consider 

partnering with us by joining the PlayCleanGo 
campaign!  Partners have access to all graphic 

materials to include with your existing advertising.  
Or get help in developing a new ad.  (There is no 

charge to become a partner; however, preprinted items are 

available for sale.)  

Considering an outdoor event or activity?  Let us 
help or even cohost it!  We can bring our materials 
(and expertise) to help spread the message: 
“Stop Invasive Species in Your Tracks”!  So take a 
pledge to commit to doing your part in this effort.  
Get outdoors and enjoy our public lands!  Know 
about the issue and take some responsibility for 
your actions.  Just remember to` PlayCleanGo!   

Take a pledge to stop the spread of 
invasive species and receive one of 

these nifty boot brushes to keep in your 
vehicle or hang on your pack!  Stop at 

one of our locations to get yours! 



Welcome new PCWP Foreman Kendrick Benander!  
After four years as a seasonal employee, Kendrick Benander 
is the new Forman at Park County Weed and Pest. Kendrick’s 
job as Forman will include managing seasonal spray crews, 

mapping, and equipment maintenance. He is also quick to take 
on special projects when presented!  He is from Powell where 
he graduated from high school and Northwest College before 
continuing on to receive a Bachelor’s of Science in Wildlife 

Management from the University of Idaho.  We are fortunate to 
have Kendrick join the Staff here at PCWP.  His enthusiasm and 

passion for our mission is contagious.  (As is his ever present 
smile!)  If you haven’t met him, stop in and say hi! 

Kendrick with a Boone and Crocket Dame’s Rocket  specimen.  Kendrick 
was a 2016 recipient of the Wyoming Weed and Pest Council’s Seasonal 

Employee of the Year for Region 1! 

Thanks to Our 2017 Seasonal Crews!
These are the hardworking young men and women out on the ground ensuring that our priority 
areas and the worst weed problems are kept from further spread.  Many of them spend their 
days trekking 10 miles a day (give or take a few) with backpacks treating noxious weeds on our 
public lands and keeping them from spreading further into the backcountry.   Others ensure that 
our travel corridors are treated to keep existing infestations of weeds from further spread.  Our 
seasonal employees are always on the lookout for new invaders!  These boots on the ground 
employees are vital to our success! Thank you for your hard work! 

2017 Seasonals 
Front row:  Kye Caitlin, Lauren Hinkley , Tucker, Darrah, Chase Bruner.   Middle Row: Clinton May, Nate 
Fulton, Adam Klessens, Foreman-Kendirick Benander.  Back Row: Assistant Supervisor Jake Jarrett, Charles 
Whittick,  Kelsey Chouinard. Not Pictured: Tanner Coleman, Austen Samet-Brown, Tyler Patterson. 

Staff News



Adam showing his dissaproval 
for spotted knapweed! 

Adam Klessens is PCWP Seasonal 
Employee of the Year! 

“Adam has been a pleasure to work with and is without a doubt one of the 
strongest seasonal employees we have ever had regarding his work ethic, 
attitude, and ecologic understanding and perspective. “Kless” does his 

work with a big smile on his face because he knows with conviction that 
he is protecting the natural resources in which he lives, recreates, and 

studies.” He leads by example, takes his work very seriously, respects the 
land and the landowners he works with, and keeps the mood light with a 
quirky sense of humor punctuated with dead on one-liners and seemingly 

endless puns. (Josh Shorb)
Congratulations Adam! 

Goodbye Emmett Phelan!
PCWP waved farewell to Assistant Supervisor Emmett 
Phelan this September.  Emmett will join the family 
farm in Ohio to take on any weed problems there and 
manage day to day operations. We will certainly miss 
Emmett’s professionalism and knowledge of invasive 
species in our region. He was always willing to lend a 
hand with any project as well as being very helpful to 
our customers!  Good Luck Emmett-we will miss you!

All Park County Weed 
and Pest Control 

District Offices Will 
Be Closed From 
December 18th-

January 2nd. 2018!

Your Farewell is just an end to yet another 
chapter in your life.  There are newer 

opportunities waiting for you as you step 
ahead in your life.  We wish you all the best 

for your continued success and we will miss 
your fine works and happiness!  



Across

1 The principle idea of PlayCleanGo is to encourage people

to get out and recreate and enjoy our natural resources. It

also asks people to take ___________________for their

actions.

4 We couldn't accomplish our mission to protect our back

country without the help of these "on the ground"

individuals!

5 With the help of some generous donations, we have

installed 22 of these to help you PlayCleanGo!

6 You should burn local or _______________firewood to

prevent the spread of invasive insects and diseases.

7 Severe infestations of spotted __________________can

reduce available forage for elk by 50%.

12 __________________activities are the number one reason

invasive species spread.

13 Humans are also the number ____________________to

the problem!

Down

2 You should feed your animals this to help prevent weeds

from spreading?

3 Take a ______________to help stop the spread of invasive

species.

8 ____________________is the 2nd largest industry in

Wyoming.

9 You can "Stop _______________Species in Your Tracks.

10 Even while working you can do your part. Before you

begin a project you should plan, and arrive with

_______________equipment, avoid weeds, and clean

equipment before moving off site.

11 Park County is home to over 3.5 million acres of

_________________land.

14 Love the Outdoors?

Love the Outdoors!
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Across: 1.Responsibility  4. Seasonal employees  5.Boot Brush Stations  6. Certified  7.Knapweed  
12.Human  13. Solution
Down:  2.Weed Free Hay  3. Pledge  8.Tourism  9.Invasive 10.Clean  11.Public  14.Prove it!


