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Know Your Knapweeds!
Diffuse, Spotted, and Russian are three (3) known knapweed species found here in Park 
County, WY. These aggressive invasive species from Europe threaten long–term productivity of our 
natural resources by displacing native species, changing plant community structure, degrading or 
eliminating habitat for native animals, reducing forage for livestock and wildlife, and providing 
food and cover for undesirable non–native animals (MSU).  Once established, these species are 
difficult to control. An early detection/rapid response (EDRR) approach should be initiated if 
found. (Flowers of these species are similar in appearance to “Bachelor Buttons” and may go 
unnoticed as a serious threat.) Of these three (3), Russian knapweed is the most prevalent here in 
the Basin.  Cost share options are available for all three (3) species!  BOLO-Due to limited known 
infestations of diffuse and spotted knapweed in Park County, contact PCWP  @307-754-4521 
if you have (or think you may have) seen these species anywhere within the County.  

DIFFUSE KNAPWEED (Centaurea diffusa)
GROWTH HABIT: Annual,biennial, or short lived 
perennial.  Bushy, up to 2 feet tall. Rosette 
formed first year, flowering stalk elongates 
second year.  Reproduces from seed.  Prefers 
semi arid/arid conditions and light porous soils. 
LEAVES: Greyish-green, alternate; basal leaves 
deeply divided covered with fine hair resembling 
cobwebs.  Upper leaves much reduced with 
smooth margins.
STEM: Hairy, erect, single main stem from a 
rootstock, multibranched near or above the 
base.
FLOWER: Solitary, usually white, sometimes 
pink, rose or lavender; seed head bracts end as 
sharp, rigid spines.
ROOTS: Elongated taproot.
SEEDS: Oblong, dark brown or gray with 
longitudinal lines.
OTHER: May seriously reduce productive 
potential of infested rangelands.



Cost Share is Available for Most Noxious Species! 

Powell 307-754-4521 or Cody 307-527-8885

SPOTTED KNAPWEED (Centaurea stoebe)
GROWTH HABIT: Biennial or short lived 
perennial, up to 3 feet tall. Rosette formed 
first year, flowering stalks elongates. Intolerant 
of intense shade.  
LEAVES: Greyish green.  Alternate, long and 
deeply lobed below, short and narrow above.
STEM: Erect with slender wiry branches. 
Covered with fine hair.
FLOWER: 1” pink to purple, rarely white. Single 
flower per stem.  Oval bracts are black tipped.
ROOTS: Taproot, not well developed.
SEEDS: Brownish, 1/8 inch long, notched on one 
side of base, short tuft of bristles at tip end. 
Each plant can produce over 100,000 seeds! 
OTHER:  Degrades native habitat and forage for 
livestock.

RUSSIAN KNAPWEED (Centaurea repens)
GROWTH HABIT: Perennial, forms dense 
colonies by shoots from widely spreading black 
roots.  
LEAVES: Lower leaves deeply lobed, upper 
leaves entire or toothed, narrow to a stalkless 
base.
STEMS: Woody, upper portion is branched.
FLOWERS: Small cone-shaped heads, pink to 
lavender, solitary at tip of branchlets. Many 
pearly bracts form with rounded or papery 
margins.
ROOTS: Black, deep growing roots that can 
penetrate to a depth of more than 8 feet.
SEEDS: Oblong, gray-brown about 1/16 inch  
long; ridged with fine, white hairs and a ring of 
bristles on the tip of the seed.
OTHER:  Agriculture rangeland invader.  

Matt Lavin

mtweed.org

laplata.co.us


