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Field pennycress (Thlaspi arvense)  Whitetop (Lepidium draba/pubescens) 

Well its Official...Spring has Sprung! 
And we all know what that means!  Hiking, biking, horseback riding!  And more fishing too!  Of 
course that also means yard and garden work.  Whether you have a city lot or 100+ acres, one 
of the things on your spring to do list just may be dealing with the weeds.  And yes...they are 
a growin’!  After the moisture event the last week in March, the warmer temps are sure to get 
those annual nuisance weeds germinating if they haven’t already.  
And then there are the noxious varieties.  Biennials such as musk and bull thistle along with 
common burdock will start to make their debut, some as newly germinated seedlings, others as 
2nd year rosettes.  Perennials like Dalmatian toadflax, some knapweeds, and whitetop may have 
begun to show themselves again as soil temps rise. Not far behind will be leafy spurge.  Whatever 
weeds you decide to tackle this spring, remember identification is key for effective weed control.  
Misidentification of a species is one reason for unsuccessful control. Along with prevention, 
grazing, mechanical and cultural practices, using herbicides is one component of an integrated 
management plan.  The most effective control strategies are based on the life cycle and 
reproductive methods each species employs for survival. In many instances, herbicides will not 
even be necessary!  You wouldn’t (or shouldn’t) use the same strategy or herbicides for annuals or 
biennials that reproduce via seeds, that you would use for complex perennials that spread mainly 
via a creeping root system.  Running a close second to proper ID of a species is choosing the 
correct herbicide for the job.  
Don’t waste your time and money using the wrong product!  Why apply chemical to an area if it 
doesn’t accomplish what you want?  So how do I know which product is the best.  Well you could 
ask your neighbor, but for the most current information along with proper application guidance, 
call or visit your local weed and pest district.   (continued on next page)

 

Musk thistle (Carduus nutans)

Complex Perennial
Biennial Annual



                 Choosing the Right Herbicide
If you will be applying herbicides due to 
severity of infestations or resources available 
(time is a precious one), remember product 
choice is species dependent.  Annual weeds 
require treatment when they are 2-3 inches 
tall. A fast acting herbicides such as 2,4-D 
(or products with that active ingredient) are 
effective. waiting to apply herbicides when 
they’re of Boone and Crockett proportions is 
NOT effective.  Biennials should be treated 
the first year as rosettes or before they flower 
in the 2nd yr.  Species will determine the best 
products.  Simple perennials can be treated 
when plants are still in the vegetative state 
(before flower).  Complex perennials are the 
most difficult to eliminate.  Products are very 
species specific as well as timing specific!  

Park County Weed and Pest Control District can 
make proper recommendations as well as cost 
share options for noxious weed control.  Call us 
@ 307-754-4521 or 307-527-8885 or come and 
see us at any of our locations.   One thing is for 
sure, there will be no shortage of weed work to 
do this season.  Should you be lucky enough to 
not have weeds (say what?), then lace up, slip 
on, or saddle up and hit the outdoors!  Happy 
Spring!  For more information on weed control 
and integrated weed management, check out 
“Weeds and Ways to Whip ‘Em” in the 2012 
Barnyards and Backyards Resource Guide. 

a. Annual
b. Biennial 
c. Perennial - Simple 
d. Perennial - Complex (creeping root)

KOCHIA (Kochia Scoparia)
BLACK HENBANE
(Hyoscyamus niger)

 SPOTTED KNAPWEED
(Centaurea maculosa)

 DALMATIAN TOADFLAX 
(Linaria dalmatica) 

 CANADA THISTLE
(Cirsium arvense) 

Tumble mustard
(Sisymbrium altissimum)

Try your hand at identifying the 
life cycle/reproductive methods 
of these invaders.    (answers below)  

http://www.uwyo.edu/barnbackyard/_files/
documents/magazine/2012guide/0712guideweeds.pdf
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Answers: 1-a, 2-d, 3-a, 4-d,5-b, 6-c. 

You Got Weeds?  We Got Solutions!
(pests too!)  307-754-4521, 307-527-8885


