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! WEED ALERT!  
Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica AKA Polygonum cuspidatum) 

A recent phone inquiry has led to another infestation of Japanese knotweed in the County. 
This species is not listed on Wyoming’s designated noxious weed list; however, it is listed as 
noxious in Big Horn County and several surrounding states.  Knotweeds are aggressive per-
ennial, rhizomatous shrublike ornamentals native to Asia.  There are four invasive species of 
large knotweeds found in the Northwest. These include giant (P. sachalinense), Himalayan (P. 
polystachyum), knotweed (P. cuspidatum), and a hybrid of giant and Himalayan, Bohemian (P. 
x bohemicum). All are semi-woody with jointed, with hollow reddish brown stems resembling 
bamboo. Similar to rhubarb, knotweeds contains oxalic acid, which when eaten may aggravate 
conditions such as rheumatism, arthritis, gout, kidney stones or hyperacidity.

 Japanese knotweed spreads quickly to form dense thickets that exclude native vegetation and 
greatly alter natural ecosystems. It poses a significant threat to riparian areas, where it can sur-
vive severe floods and is able to rapidly colonize scoured shores and islands. Once established, 
populations are extremely persistent.

Growth Habit: Shrub-like perennial that grows to heights in excess of 10 feet. 
Leaves: alternate, 6 “ L x 3-4 “W, broadly oval to triangular, mostly pointed at the tip.  
Stems: Smooth (bamboo-like), stout, swollen where leaf joins the stem. Stems hollow. 
Flowers: Small, pale greenish-white flowers. 
Roots: Rhizomes to 30 feet in length. Buds along the length of rhizomes may develop into new 
stems.. Digging encourages new vegetative buds to develop along the rhizome system. 
Seeds: Seeds are not viable outside its native range of Asia.
Reproduces:  Sprouts from rhizomes of established plants and from sprouts arising from stems 
that have been severed from the mother plant. 
Habitat: Riparian areas, upland sites, irrigation ditches, road-rights-of-way as well as ornamen-
tal plantings. 
General Control Strategy: Mowing or cutting plant shoots is ineffective unless it is followed by 
herbicide treatments. All plant material should be removed, dried, and burned if possible. 
New plants can sprout from very small fragments. 
Mechanical Control: Grubbing out small clumps when discovered can prevent new colonies 
from establishing. Rhizomes and fragments left in the ground, or nearby, can regenerate and 
spread infestations. The entire root system must be removed since re-sprouting can occur.
Biological Control: Grazing may be an effective strategy to prevent establishment but will not 
eliminate stands.
Herbicide Control: Cutting and treating with products containing  the active ingredient glypho-
sate or triclopyr are effective.  Contact Park County Weed and Pest District for specific applica-
tion recommendations.  Always read and follow label instructions.   

Contact PCWP@ 307-754-4521 if you think you may have this plant! 
For more information check out these websites.  

http://msuextension.org/publications/AgandNaturalResources/EB0196.pdf 
http://www.fs.fed.us/database/feis/plants/forb/polspp/all.htmlPhotos courtesy of invasive.org



Let the staff at 
Park County 

Weed and Pest 
Control District

assist you with your 
land management 

needs.
From on-site consultations and weed management plans, to chemical 
recommendations and sales, rental equipment and cost share 
opportunities, PCWP can put the right tools in your hands.

For detailed information on the services we provide to Park County 
residents, or to reserve any of our available equipment, please contact

Park County Weed and Pest
307-754-4521 or 307-527-8885

or check us out on the web!

www.parkcountyweeds.org

Dalmatian toadflax

Proper ID Key to 
Controlling Weeds

Ever wonder why despite you efforts, the same weeds 
keep showing up in the same location (or in new ones)?   
Controlling weeds is a lesson in futility if you aren’t us-
ing the best tool for the job.   But how do you deter-
mine which method is the best?  Proper identification 
of the target species will help ensure a successful weed 
management strategy.   Improper identification can lead 
to the wrong treatment method which means a waste 
of your time and money as well as little weed control!  
Incorrectly identifying a complex perennial (those 
with a creeping root system) such as Canada thistle as 
a biennial thistle with a tap root, may lead you to as-
suming you can just pull the plant and it will go away.  
Oh contraire!  Pulling, hoeing, or grubbing of Canada 
thistle can stimulate it to grow more!  That creeping 
root system has rhizomes that will send up new shoots 
in response to the thrashing of it’s above ground veg-
etation and you’ll end up with more Canada thistle.  

Annual and biennial weed species need only be prevented 
from producing seed.  Mechanical methods are effective: 
however, many respond to those pressures by producing 
seed at mower height etc.  And remember, there are many 
millions of seeds in the seed bank waiting to germinate!  
Of course the wind never blows new seeds in either!  

Managing for desired 
vegetation by proper 
watering, fertilizing if 
necessary, limiting dis-
turbances, and proper 
grazing practices can help 
keep weeds manageable.  
Of course  using a bit 
of the proper herbicide 
can go a long way too!  
Choosing the wrong her-
bicide or applying at the 
wrong time can result in poor control. Ask a profes-
sional which products are best for a particular species.  
(Always follow label directions).  Whatever the weed, 
don’t wait until the problem becomes overwhelming!  
Tackle infestations them when they are small.  This 
saves you time and money.  Consider your goals - both 
short and long term, available resources, location, and 
weed species to help you determine the best methods.

PCWP can help you with identification of weed species 
and assist you in the development of a management plan.  
Please contact us if you would like an on site consultation.   
In addition to PCWP, there are other entities that can 
assist you with proper ID including: University of Wy-
oming (UW) Extension, and NRCS, to name a few.  

Here are a few websites to check out!  
www.parkcountyweeds.org

www.uwyo.edu/ces/wyoweed/wyoweed.htm

Canada thistle

Cost Share is available on several noxious species.  
Here are a few.  Contact us for more information.

Leafy spurge

Spotted knapweed

Contact us: 
Powell 307-754-4521 or Cody 307-527-8885


