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We love Wyoming for the wide open spaces, wild animals, 

and beautiful places.  Lots of states in the West, including Wyoming 

are being invaded by ALIENS!!!  No, not little green guys from Mars, 

but by plants called “noxious weeds.” 

We call these weeds “aliens,” “noxious,” or “invaders” because they 

are not native to Wyoming, which means they do not come from 

here.  Many come from Europe and Asia. 

Check out the map of Wyoming below.  See if you can identify some 

of the noxious weeds that are found in our state... 
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Many weeds came to Wyoming by accident... 

On ships from 
Europe

In
hay
and
seed 
mixes 

We call these weeds... 

With early settlers so they could plant them in their gardens 

In luggage 

On animals 

By humans 
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Draw a line from the description to the 
correct noxious weed.  Check yourself by 
using the back cover for an answer key! 

1.  Yellow Toadflax has yellow flow-
ers and thin leaves.  It is sometimes 
called “Butter & Eggs” 

2.  Dyer’s Woad was brought by early 
settlers for a dye in fabrics.  It is tall 
with yellow flower clusters. 

3.  Purple Loosestrife can be 8 feet 
tall!  It likes marshy sites often by 
rivers.  It has purple flowers with 5 
to 7 petals. 

4.  Leafy Spurge has yellowish green 
flowers shaped like hearts.  This 
plant can spit seeds up to 15 feet! 

5.  Dalmatian Toadflax has yellow 
flowers like Yellow Toadflax but thick 
waxy leaves that are bluish green. 

6.  Russian Knapweed has pinkish-
purple flowers on a cone shaped 
flower head.  It’s very hard to control. 

7.  Spotted Knapweed has purple 
flowers with little black spots on 
the bract under the flower. 

8.  Saltcedar looks like evergreens 
or small trees.  It is 5-20 feet tall & 
drinks 200 gallons of water a day! 

9. Houndstongue is toxic to  
animals.  It has small red-purple 
flowers and Velcro-like seeds. 

Many weeds came to Wyoming by accident... 

We call these weeds... 
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Noxious Weeds Are Bullies! 
They take over an area, pushing out native plants 

and messing up wildlife habitat 

Noxious weeds are becoming a 
BIG problem in Wyoming 

44



Noxious Weeds Are Bullies! 

roieutPselsLfrepo__________________________

racleSadt________________________________

epwedndtKeaoSpt__________________________

neKRaspiaedsunw___________________________

olTalafianadtmxDa__________________________

epfgSeruLay______________________________

lxelToowlaadfY____________________________

todHgnnueous_____________________________

usWidooeesNx_____________________________

nomWgiy_________________________________

ittabHa__________________________________ 

fdelliiW__________________________________

• Purple Loosestrife 
• Saltcedar 
• Spotted Knapweed 
• Russian Knapweed 
• Dalmatian Toadflax 
• Leafy Spurge 
• Yellow Toadflax 
• Houndstongue 
• Noxious Weeds 
• Wyoming 
• Habitat 
• Wildlife

Finished?
Check your answers below! 



Find and circle the words in this list by looking across and down 

Yellow Toadflax 
Animals 
Roots
Seeds 
Wyoming 
Management 
Leafy Spurge 
Knapweed 
Invasive 
Volunteers 
Noxious 
Habitat 
Acres 
Humans 
Native 
Spread

Color everything on these pages tha

See page 10 for answer key 
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Find and circle the words in this list by looking across and down 

hat could be effected by noxious weeds 7
7



8

Yellow T
a noxiou

is som
cal

Butter an

By not washing 
equipment before 
moving to a new 

area to recreate, you 
spread Saltcedar 

Lose A Turn 

You
certifie

free 

Move A

Leafy Spurge can 
spit seeds up to 15 
feet!  Go back & 

learn how to 
identify it. 

Go Back 2

You help your 
County Weed & 
Pest release bio-
control insects on 

Leafy Spurge 

Free Turn

The Bighorn River 
becomes infested 

with Saltcedar 
choking out native 

fish species 

Lose A Turn

Learn to identify 
the Houndstongue 

plant with its 
Velcro-like seeds 

Move Ahead 9 

You learn that 
noxious weeds are 
highly invasive, 

non-native plants 

Move Ahead to 
the Saltcedar 

45,000 to 50,000 
Pronghorn 

Antelope live in 
the Red Desert

Spotted Knapweed 
produces a natural 
herbicide that kills 

native plants 
growing near it 

Grand Teton 
National Park 

was 
established in 

1929 

Be a Weed 
Warrio

r and
help

the

Inva
sive

Weed 
Poss

e prot
ect

Wyoming’s
back

yard
.

How To Play 

Start in the northwest corner of the 

state in Yellowstone National Park and 

work your way through Wyoming, 

learning important facts about noxious 

weeds as you pass famous landmarks.  

Each player rolls one die and moves to a 

square according to the number thrown.  

You must throw the exact number to 

finish your journey and become a 

Wyoming Noxious Weed Warrior. 

Good luck, Pardner! 

Leafy Spurge is 
invading the 
North Platte 

River, float back 
9 spaces! 

You eradicate 
a knapweed 

patch, follow 
the fence line 

to the next 
square

You stop to rest at 
the Medicine 

Wheel, a National 
Historic site in 

Bighorn County 

The Meadowlark 
is Wyoming’s 

state bird. 

You cause a 
Russian Knapweed 
infestation with 
uncertified hay 

Go Back 3 Spaces

Weeds affect 
your local 

recreation area 
preventing swim-

ming, fishing, 
and boating

While hiking in 
the Winds you 
find & report 
Leafy Spurge 

Move Ahead 3 

Yellowstone was 
named the first 
national park in 

the United States 
in 1872 

A single Dyers 
Woad plant can 
produce 350-

500 seeds!

You tell your 
neighbor about the 
threat of Spotted 

Knapweed to native 
plants

Move Ahead 1 

Gannett Peak is 
the highest point 

in Wyoming, 
Elevation 

13,804 feet! 

Gannett 

Saltce
grow 

feet in 
growing

Spotted 
Knapweed

Russian
Knapweed

Dyers
Woad

Leafy 
Spurge 

The Bison is 
Wyoming’s 

state mammal 

The Cutthroat 
Trout is 

Wyoming’s 
state fish 
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low Toadflax, 
oxious weed, 

s sometimes 
called 

tter and Eggs

You use 
ertified weed 

free hay 

Move Ahead 3

The Indian 
Paintbrush is 

Wyoming’s state 
flower 

Move Ahead 1 

An adult Tamarisk 
plant can use up to 

200 gallons of 
water every day! 

You let Saltcedar/
Tamarisk grow and 

thrive on your 
property 

Go Back 5 

You purchase 
Yellow Toadflax 
to plant in your 

garden 
Go Back to the 
Bucking Horse 

Dalmatian 
Toadflax seeds 
can stay in the 

soil for 10 
years 

You don’t wear 
protective equipment 

when spraying 
herbicide on your 

noxious weeds 

Go Back 7 

Animals can get 
sick and die from 

eating noxious 
weeds like 

Houndstongue! 

While camping 
you accidentally 

spread weed 
seeds 

Return to Start 

Purple Loosestrife 
establishes in 

riparian areas and 
pushes out native 

vegetation 

You stop at 
Independence 
Rock to learn 

more about the 
Oregon Trail 

Planting native 
plants helps feed 
native animals

You accidentally 
spread weeds 
when hiking 

Move Back 1 

Devils Tower in 
Crook County 
was named the 

1st National 
Monument in 

1906

Cheyenne is the 
State Capitol of 

Wyoming

You talk to your 
County Weed & 
Pest to learn new 

weed species 
Free Turn 

altcedar can 
row 9 to 12 
et in a single 
owing season 

Saltcedar 
or
Tamarisk 

Houndstongue 

Purple 
Loosestrife 

Dalmatian Toadflax 

Yellow
Toadflax

The Plains 
Cottonwood is 

Wyoming’s 
state tree 

Wyoming 
became the 1st 

state to give 
women the right 
to vote (1869) 

Wyoming’s 
nickname is the 
Cowboy State 
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Answer Key to Word Search on page 6 



Answer Key to Word Search on page 6 

Can you 
color this 

WEED
GARDEN? 

You don’t 
want these 

noxious 
weeds

growing in 
your area! 

11 
11





ACROSS

1.Also known as Wapiti 
3.Invasive plants are called 
5.Place where wildlife live 
6.One way weeds spread 
7.Can dry up rivers and streams 
8.The Cowboy State 
9.Can spit seeds 15 feet! 
11._________ Woad 
13.Live in streams 

DOWN

2.Russian, spotted, diffuse 
4.The type of plants we don't want to invade our homes 
10.Noxious__________
12.Yellow and Dalmatian___________ 
14.A bear is an__________ 
15.I hide in a dog’s mouth; also the name of a weed 

Check out the 

solution to the puzzle 

after you’re done. 

NO PEAKING!!! 

13
13



Biological Control of Noxious Weeds 
There are many ways to control weeds.  Biological control methods can 
include grazing animals and insects that feed on the plants.  Can you 

identify the biological control methods used below? 

14
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Help Aphthonia the Flea Beetle (a bio control insect) destroy this 
noxious weed by finding the way through the root to the Leafy 

spurge growing above. 15
15



What can you do to prevent noxious 
weeds from invading Wyoming? 

Learn to identify noxious weeds 

Make sure seeds aren’t stuck to your clothes or gear 

Do not camp, hike or play in weed infested areas 

If you have mud or dirt on your vehicle or bicycle, 
wash it off before going onto public lands 

Drive on established roads 

Hike on designated trails 

Pass it on! 
Tell your friends and family about this problem 

Contact your local Weed & Pest agency with 
any questions or for more information 

Rope noxious weeds 
before they start 

16



Dalmatian Toadflax 

Yellow Toadflax 

Spotted Knapweed

Russian

Knapweed

Saltcedar 

Leafy
Spurge

Dyers Woad

Houndstongue

Purple Loosestrife 

What can you do to prevent noxious 
weeds from invading Wyoming? 
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