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Spring has Sprung!
With most of the snow cover in the Basin gone 
now that warmer temperatures and longer 
days have arrived (at least we hope warmer 
temps will get here to stay), we are beginning 
to see great expanses of green growth in the 
county.  Many of the green plants you are 
seeing are annual weed species.  Some of 
them such as Cheat grass and Tansy mustard 
actually germinated last fall and “wintered” 
over in a green state.  And then there’s Kochia, 
Lambsquarter and Russian thistle aka...
tumbleweed...the list goes on! These nuisance 
species are typically found in and around any 
disturbed areas.  

Now is the time to think about tackling these 
weed species.  Even at 3-5 inches in height 
many of these weeds can be more difficult to 
control. There are several effective methods 
of controlling these prolific seed producers.  
Focus on preventing them from going to seed.  
Mechanical methods such as hand pulling, 
hoeing, even mowing before seed set are 
effective.  These species will; however, adapt 
to the height of your mower and begin to set 
seed at those heights.  Grazing, burning, or 
other cultural methods are also effective.  

If you have an overwhelming amount of these 
pesky species, you can use herbicides.  There 
are many products available for controlling 
annual weeds species.  Choosing the correct 
product, applying at the appropriate time 
(plant maturity), and following label directions 
will ensure efficacy.  Proper identification 
of weed species is crucial in effective 
management of them.  

Park County Weed and Pest staff can assist 
you in the identification of any weed species 
and offer herbicide recommendations for 
eliminating (or at least controlling) them.   
Herbicides need not to be your first tool 
of choice but rather one of many options 
that may be available for use.  Limiting 
disturbances and buying or using weed 
free end products such as seed, topsoil, and 
manure, can help prevent new infestations.  

Managing your property for “desirable” species 
is a useful  weed control strategy.  Watering, 
fertilizing if needed, and proper grazing (if 
applicable) keeps wanted species healthy.   
Healthy desirable plants can out compete with 
many weed species.  

Please contact us if you would like to have one of 
our staff complete an on-site assessment.  This 
service is provided to all Park County residents at 
no charge.



 

Let the staff at 
Park County 

Weed and Pest 
Control District

assist you with your 
land management 

needs.
From on-site consultations and weed management plans, to chemical 
recommendations and sales, rental equipment and cost share 
opportunities, PCWP can put the right tools in your hands.

For detailed information on the services we provide to Park County 
residents, or to reserve any of our available equipment, please contact

Park County Weed and Pest
307-754-4521 or 307-527-8885

or check us out on the web!

www.parkcountyweeds.org

 

                                                     

Don’t	miss	this	opportunity!		
	

Whitetop,	a	WY	Designated	Noxious	Weed	is	a	
complex	perennial	invasive	species	that	

spreads	via	seeds	AND	a	creeping	root.		Proper	
herbicides	along	with	other	management	tools	
such	as	good	pasture	management	are	an	
effective	means	of	eliminating	this	insidious	

species	from	your	property.			
Under	this	cost	share	program,	

herbicide	for	Whitetop	control	is	
less	than	$3/acre!	

Park County Weed and Pest Control District  

    Cost Share Available! 
          www.parkcountyweeds.org 

LOOK ALIKES!
Whitetop or hoary cress (Lipidium draba) is a perennial species  that 
spreads by a creeping root system AND highly viable seeds!  Don’t be 
fooled by Whitetops’ cousin...Field pennycress (Thlaspi arvense)! Managing 
Whitetop may include preventing seed production AND use of herbicides.  
Field pennycress on the other hand is an annual species spread by seeds 
only.  Field pennycress has a strong odor when crushed, has a fibrous root 
system, and produces flattened disc shaped seed pods.  Management 
considerations for annuals may include preventing seed production using 
mechanical or cultural methods, and/or use of herbicides.  Herbicides 
used will not be the same as for Whitetop!  Contact PCWP for specific 
recommendations on either species.  Timing is of utmost importance if 
using herbicides for control of either species!

Whitetop seed pods
vs

Filed pennycress seed pods


